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'A Beautiful Planet'
is out of this world

for kids, by kids, mostly

BY JUSTIN BLUMBERG, ANNA DE LOS SANTOS, DYLEN PAONE AND ALEXANDER SMITH
Kidsday Reporters, 10, 12, and 14, East Northport, Selden, Central Islip and Brentwood
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e saw "A Beautiful Planet," and it was an
amazing documentary. It is about
astronauts who go into space and how
they live in their spacecraft. It also

documents Earth's physical characteristics as well as
how the atmosphere has changed over time.

For example, an incredible
picture was shown that
compared Earth's atmosphere
to Mars' atmosphere by
showing satellite images that
morphed from Earth's oceanic
landscape to Mars' dry terrain.
It was amazing to see the
difference between Earth and
Mars and to learn that Mars is
more similar to our planet than
we originally thought. The
narrator, actress Jennifer
Lawrence, described so
perfectly terms related to
space and the difficulty in
traveling through space.

Lawrence also described
how horrible we can be in
taking care of our planet and
said that keeping the planet
green will allow us to live on
the only planet we call home.
One of the most out -of -this -
world parts in the movie was
when they shot how our Earth
looks when there are thunder-
storms. When we typically see
thunderstorms, we can observe
usually a few strikes of
lightning from the cloud to the
ground which is usually
followed by thunder. In space,
the astronauts see flashes of

light all over a large area of
land, that looks like many
cameras flashing at the same
time. What we see as so big
from Earth looks small from
space. One of the interesting
elements of living in space that
people may not know is that
astronauts have to work out at
least two hours every day. This
is necessary because zero
gravity has a debilitating
impact on astronauts' bodies
while they are in space. When
you see how they manage to
workout in zero gravity, you
will be amazed!

Overall, this movie is
well -suited for science teachers
who want to captivate their
students' attention while still
being educational. "A Beautiful
Planet" will possibly inspire
many to become an astronaut
but if not, it will change the way
we look at our planet and how
humans affect it. It is rated G.
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NASA Commander Terry Virts exercises on a treadmill onboard the
International Space Station.

Meeting astronaut Barry 'Butch' Wilmore
BY JUSTIN BLUMBERG,
ANNA DE LOS SANTOS, DYLEN PAONE
AND ALEXANDER SMITH
Kidsday Reporters, 10, 12, and 14, East
Northport, Selden, Central Islip and
Brentwood

After watching "A Beauti-
ful Planet," we went to
the Essex Hotel in Man-

hattan to meet Barry "Butch"
Wilmore who is a NASA astro-

E
3 naut and U.S. Navy test pilot.

He has been to space twice,
'' including a trip to the Interna-

tional Space Station, which
included three spacewalks.

5 Here are a few of the questionsc.,
we were able to ask him:

,,,

We saw on "A Beautiful Planet"<
„ that a piece of equipment got lost
Lc for weeks and then one day
L9_ floated back. Did you ever lose
.,-- anything really important on a
9 ship? If so, did you ever find it?
i__, Yes, a torque wrench. Very
z important. We didn't think we

had a spare initially, but there

Barry "Butch" Wilmore with Kidsday reporters, Anna de los Santos,
left, Dylen Paone, Justin Blumberg and Alexander Smith.

was a spare in another module
that was controlled by the Euro-
peans. It's very easy to lose
things in zero gravity if you're
not careful because you have to
... use Velcro to stick it to the
bulkhead. If you're not careful it

floats off and you don't notice it
and it finds its way into some-
thing and it's gone. There was a
piece of the space walking suit, I
took a bolt off, and I went to
show it to a guy and as I showed
it to him, it went right out of my
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hand and floated right behind
one of our racks. We looked for
four hours and couldn't find it.
The next morning it was floating
— our lab is 14 feet in diameter
— it was floating right dead
center in the lab. It's easy to lose
stuff in space without gravity to
pull it down.

Did you feel claustrophobic in
space?

Its 21/ 2 years of training
before you launch and you go
to the space station. There's a
whole lot of things you do in
that training. I'm not claustro-
phobic and I don't know any
astronauts that are because if
you are, you're definitely going
to have issues. You're snug,
very packed in there together.

Why did you decide to be an
astronaut?

I was always inquisitive. My
mother says my first word was
not Mom or Dad it was "why."
So that was in me. . . . When I

was younger than you all I
wanted to be an astronaut, but
I also wanted to be a garbage
man because I didn't think
they had to take baths. A lot of
things I wanted to be, but [I]
seriously thought about being
an astronaut . . . at the time I
was flying in the Navy. You
couldn't fly any faster or any
higher than the space shuttle at
the time. That's kind of what
drove me that way.

What is the scariest part of
blasting off into space?

Fretting over making a
mistake... It is amazing because
what you're doing, you're
literally leaving the planet. It's
not like flying an airplane where
you're still in the atmosphere,
you're literally leaving the
effects of the planet and you
know that and you're going from
sitting still on the launchpad and
when you're finished, you're
going 17,500 miles an hour. It's
just an amazing ride.
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