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celebrates the home cook

2020 was arguably the year of the home
cook, as the pandemic forced the closure
of restaurants and made people cook for
themselves in order to survive. And it those

folks “Top Chef Amateurs” intends to salute.

Airing Thursdays on Bravo, the half-hour
series brings in home cooks to vie in head-
to-head competition, taking on the most
iconic challenges from “Top Chef” history
such as the mis-en-place race, the blind
taste test and the dreaded risotto challenge,
assisted by past “Top Chef” finalists,
frontrunners or fan favorites. The winner of
each episode, as determined by a rotating
panel of judges, takes home a $5,000 prize.

Unlike the original series, these
contestants have no professional experience
and work in day jobs like teacher, architect
and CIA agent, which made for a more
relaxed atmosphere that series host Gail
Simmons says was a nice departure from the
uber-competitiveness of “Top Chef.”

“Because they weren't just professional
cooks, they all were so multidimensional
in their abilities and in their backgrounds,”
she says. “Incredibly diverse and they’re just
people that I would otherwise never get a
chance to meet, and they made an impact
on me. ... You think about what their lives
had been like specifically in this year, and
that they were willing to drop it all, leave
their families, quarantine for days on end
just to spend a day with us, that felt really

special. And I really loved the chance to talk
with them and meet them and taste their
food. It was the personal connection.”

But this being a “Top Chef” show, there
is still pressure. None of the contestants here
have ever cooked competitively and thus
felt the pressures of lights, TV cameras, the
clock and competition, just like the pros.
Efforts were made to mitigate that by adding
a certain amount of levity to the challenges
as well as the support of the alumni chefs,
who acted as sous chefs for the competitors.

“They couldn’t be the person who cooked
the main ingredient,” Simmons notes, “but
they could walk them through, hold their
hand and that was huge, I think, for them
and really exciting because these are all
people that they know and love and feel
confident in their skills and ability. And we
also laughed with them. You know, there
were a lot of really emotional moments
where we just allowed them to be them.
And we didn’ try to intimidate them. We
gave them an abbreviated version of ‘Judges’
Table’ but it was all with a wink and a smile.

“And there’s no losers,” she continues.
“There’s a winner and even the person who
didn’t win gets a great big hug at the end.
And in a year where there were so few hugs
in the world and we had all been through
the wringer and it was a safe space, that
was like a really wonderful moment for
everybody.”
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Sunday

8:00 a.m. Girl Meets Farm Molly
Yeh makes a cozy lunch of miso ramen
and then has a sleepover.

8:30 a.m. Valerie’s Hot Dish Pastry
chef Duff Goldman shocks Valerie and
her friends with an unannounced visit and
a tasty treat.

9:30 a.m. @@ Kitchen Queens: New Orleans
Artichoke bacon hand pies; meat pies;

10:00 a.m. @ New Orleans Cooking With
Kevin Belton Corn and crab bisque; shrimp
etouffee; pralines.

The Kitchen A star-spangled
spread for the Fourth of July; Grilled Triple
Decker Hot Dog Sandwich.

10:30 a.m. €D Moveable Feast With Fine
Cooking An al fresco urban feast for 50
people features herbs and spices from
Wards Island and Chinatown.

balsamic tomato tart.

Trisha’s Southern Kitchen Hatch 11:00 a.m. Guy's Grocery Games The

chili watermelon spritzer; tamale pie; wild food wheel decides where the remaining
mushroom poblano tacos; spiced choc- chefs get to shop for their regional comfort
olate tart. food dishes.

12:00 p.m. Guy's Grocery Games
Some of Guy and Hunter's favorite chefs
grill up backyard burgers and steak din-
ners.

1:00 p.m. Guy’s Grocery Games The
first dish must include wasabi, chocolate
and two buns; seafood feast; the chefs
play Spreeball.

2:00 p.m. BBQ Brawl A true Master
of 'Cue must have the ability to handle
any challenge or cooking condition.

3:00 p.m. Diners, Drive-Ins and
Dives Fan favorites including the bomb
brisket, off-the-chain chicken and lights-
out pulled pork.

4:00 p.m. Diners, Drive-Ins and
Dives Scratch-cooking in California; East
Coast Coney dogs; a spicy taste of Tex-
as; a trip down Route 66.

5:00 p.m. Diners, Drive-Ins and
Dives It's all about summer, from burgers

and dogs to smoking barbecue, and
beachy seafood.

6:00 p.m. The Great Food Truck
Race At the Chase Center, the remaining
teams have to shoot hoops to earn their
choice of proteins. (N)

7:00 p.m. Diners, Drive-Ins and
Dives Hawaiian shrimp truck; North Car-
olina drive-through; a classic Florida fish
house; sushi in Mexico.

8:00 p.m. Diners, Drive-Ins and
Dives Funky joints in New Orleans that
locals and tourists are digging into, from
seafood to barbecue.

9:00 p.m. The Great Food Truck
Race At the Chase Center, the remaining
teams have to shoot hoops to earn their
choice of proteins.

10:00 p.m. Diners, Drive-Ins and
Dives Hawaiian shrimp truck; North Car-
olina drive-through; a classic Florida fish
house; sushi in Mexico.

11:00 p.m. Diners, Drive-Ins and
Dives Funky joints in New Orleans that
locals and tourists are digging into, from
seafood to barbecue.

Fast Foodies Ron Funches has a
new, healthy lifestyle and has said good-
bye to most of his fast food favorites.

11:30 p.m. Fast Foodies Three
world-class chefs try to take orange chick-
en from fast food to fine dining.

12:00 a.m. Diners, Drive-Ins and
Dives It's all about summer, from burgers
and dogs to smoking barbecue, and
beachy seafood.

Fast Foodies Taking a journey
down memory lane with the ultimate "90s
teenage heartthrob James Van Der Beek.

Monday

12:00 p.m. Chopped Hummus chips
and ground bison; jawbreakers and rotis-
serie chicken; angel food cake.
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