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THE
FEARLESS
FACTOR

As a champion of truth in
storytelling, actor J. Mallory
McCree finds his light.
By Seth Plattner

Typecasting may be a dirty word, but

J. Mallory McCree proves that a little
character continuity can be a very good
thing. In the sixth season of Showtime’s
Homeland, he’s currently playing Sekou,
a devout young Muslim facing terrorism
charges after voicing opposition to how
the U.S. treats people of his religion. And
in this month’s From Nowhere, a powerful
indie about three secretly undocumented
Bronx teenagers trying to secure politi-
cal asylum papers, his tender but tightly
wound Moussa—a Muslim from the Re-
public of Guinea—powerfully illustrates
the all-too-real anxieties of a rarely told
side of the immigrant experience.

“These are stories that aren’t a part of
our everyday lives,” says McCree, a De-
troit native and Rutgers University grad.
“Even for me, as a black man in this
country, characters like these opened
my eyes and made me go, ‘Damn, even I
have to appreciate my own privileges.””

McCree’s next project carries a
different kind of weight: Netflix’s 1 BOOKS. TV
upcoming Marvel series, The Defenders e b
(which will join the world of Daredevil, i ANDMORE! ;
Jessica Jones, Luke Cage, and Iron Fist).
Naturally, his role is deeply under i :
wraps, but “I can say that all these men
I get to play, they’re fighters,” McCree
says. “They’re smart, and they have no
choice but to persevere within the situa-
tions they’re given. They're reflecting a
lot of people’s lives right now.”

Stefano Ortega
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