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ABC's "Downward Dog" stars canine actor Ned (voiced by show
producer Samm Hodges), Allison Tolman and Lucas Neff.
THE SERIES "Downward
Dog"
WHEN I WHERE 9:30 p.m.
Wednesday on ABC/7
THE GRADE A
inalienable truths.
Moreover, Tolman
establishes that her breakout in
FX's "Fargo" was no fluke. As
someone trying to balance her
personal and work lives, Nan
certainly loves Martin, but
secretly in her heart realizes
he's there to help fill an emotional void. She also loves
Jason (himself just another
puppy dog) but realizes he
can't fill the void, either. It
lends an unexpected
poignancy to her performance.
Martin senses her inner
turmoil but interprets it
otherwise."Look," he says in
voice-over,"I worry. There are
a lot of just massive threats
that she seems completely
unaware of. The cat, for exam-

ple — and not to be racist, but
she's an emotional terrorist. I
feel like I just get zero help."
Why "Downward Dog"?
(Not to be confused with the
yoga poise, downward-facing
dog.) Martin is neurotic and
depressive. He was a rescue
puppy, so a cloud of existential
dread hangs over him.
Anything bad could happen at
any minute. He covets
unconditional love, which Nan
is incapable of giving. Therefore he whines and worries.
Looking into the camera, his
expressive eyes are full of
longing. The voice — provided
by one of the show's producers, Samm Hodges — is full of
pathos and self-pity. In a later
episode, Martin wonders why
other people besides Nan don't
admire him."Would I like to
turn a head now and then? Of
course I would. I'm only
human."
Of course you are, Martin.
BOTTOM LINE Woof, woof. A
winner.

TV ON DVD

Explore war, world history, nature
THE GREAT WAR "America
comes of age" is the tagline for
this provocative "American
Experience" docuseries on
World War I (1914-18) — the
destructively "modern" conflict that first vaulted the
United States toward a lead
role on the world stage, yet
laid bare divisions at home.
Lots to chew on: America as a
"moral beacon" intent on
"making the world safe for
democracy," public relations in
action, black soldiers tasting

A women's peace parade on
Fifth Avenue in August 1914.
equality in Europe, women
taking crucial roles, high-tech
chemical weapons in low-tech
trenches and much more to
reward repeat viewings; list

price $35 DVD,out today from
PBS.
AFRICA'S GREAT CIVILIZATIONS
Historical cultures of Egypt,
Ethiopia, Ghana, Mali are
brought to life by host Henry
Louis Gates Jr.; $35 DVD/$40
Blu-ray, PBS.
ISLANDS OF AUSTRALIA "Doc
Martin" star Martin Clunes
explores spectacular scenery:
jungles, reefs, cattle ranches,
penguins, Tasmanian devils;
$35 DVD, Athena.
— DIANE WERTS
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INDEPENDENT
LENS (10 p.m.,
WNET/13) —
The
documentary
"Forever Pure,"
profiles two
Muslim soccer
players who
were picked up
by Israel's Beitar
Jerusalem F.C.
and were
subjected to
attacks by their
own fans.
•
SEASON
FINALES:"Man
"Forever Pure" focuses on two Muslim
with a Plan"
soccer players on an Israeli team who face
(8:30 p.m.,
racist attacks by the team's fans.
CBS/2),
"Quantico"(10 p.m., ABC/7),"Scorpion"(10 p.m., CBS/2)
THE VOICE(8 p.m., NBC/4) — The top eight artists perform live
in front of coaches Alicia Keys, Adam Levine, Blake Shelton and
Gwen Stefani for America's vote.

offthewa I I
A MILLION YEARS FROM
NOW What will life on
Earth be like? Will there
even be life on Earth? And
what about the robots?
Laurence Fishburne narrates
"Year Million" looks at what the
"Year Million"(9 p.m.,
world will be like in the future.
NatGeo), a six-part
speculative docuseries with
visionaries such as Ray Kurzweil, Michio Kaku, Peter Diamandis
and David Byrne.
— DIANE WERTS

tvtalk
DAYTIME
CBS THIS MORNING (7 a.m., CBS/2) —
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
TODAY (7 a.m., NBC/4) — Robert
De Niro
KELLY & RYAN (9 a.m., WABC/7) — Tony
Goldwyn. Derek Hough
RACHAEL RAY (10 a.m., WABC/7) —
Michael
Emeril Lagasse
Fassbender visits
HARRY CONNICK JR.(10 a.m.,
Jimmy Fallon.
WWOR/9;2 p.m., WNYW/5) — Nick
Lachey
THE VIEW (11 a.m., ABC/7) — Terrence Howard
STEVE HARVEY (2 p.m., WNBC/4) — Slide into summer
week
DR. PHIL (3 p.m., WCBS/2;8 p.m., WLNY/10/55) — Aaron
Hernandez's fiancée breaks her silence.
ELLEN DEGENERES(3 p.m., WNBC/4) — Will Ferrell

NIGHT
CARSON (10 p.m., Antenna TV) — Ally Sheedy (May 7, 1986)
CONAN (11 p.m., TBS) — Bryan Cranston (repeat)
COLBERT (11:35 p.m., CBS/2) — Danny McBride
FALLON (11:35 p.m., NBC/4) — Michael Fassbender
MEYERS (12:35 a.m., NBC/4) — Tracy Morgan
CORDEN (12:35 a.m., CBS/2) — Harry Styles
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WHAT IT'S ABOUT Nan (Allison
Tolman)lives in Pittsburgh and
works in the marketing
department at a fashion chain.
She has a BFF at work,Jenn
(Kirby Howell-Baptiste), and an
insecure boss, Kevin(Barry
Rothbart).She also has an
on-and-off boyfriend,Jason
(Lucas Neff). Then,there's
Martin, her dog.She can't hear
his thoughts,but we can (in
voice-over). Martin has lots to
say, mostly about Nan.
MY SAY "Downward Dog" is
primarily for dog lovers. Only
they can fully grasp what no
one else does and which this
new series so obviously does
as well: Dogs are people, too.
Dogs think a lot and plot a lot.
They worry. They obsess.They
are passive-aggressive. They
seek revenge. They especially
seek food. They have manifest
feelings and complicated
emotional lives. They remember
everything. They get depressed.
They get elated. They have guilt.
Love,above all, makes their
world go around.
"Downward Dog" is a
shrewd calibration of all this
but goes a particularly funny
step further by reflecting
another truism: People are
dogs,too. We also have
complicated emotional lives,
further complicated by our
professional ones. We seek
food. We also seek love. We
obsess. Nan and Martin's bond
works — and consequently this
terrific series works — because
it abides by these simple,
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A tail-wagger of a comedy
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